
You receive hundreds of pieces of
information on digital policy.

We receive them, too.
We decode, contextualise, and analyse them.

Then we summarise them for you.

Issue 38 – FEBRUARY & MARCH 2019

1. Efforts to curb the spread of harmful content 
intensify

In the past few years, authorities have been applying more 
pressure on tech companies to monitor and remove hate 
speech and violent extremism. Although companies have 
been implementing new tools, governments are planning 
stricter rules which place more responsibility on compa-
nies (especially the bigger companies) and are tougher on 
those who spread harmful content.

One recently announced plan is by the French govern-
ment,  which will require platforms to take stronger pre-
ventive measures towards hateful and racist content, and 
to ensure that the internal moderation process is trans-
parent and human-controlled. The draft law, which will 
incorporate proposals  made in a 2018 report on fight-
ing online racism and anti-Semitism,  will demand large 
companies to remove hate speech within 24 hours, and 
terrorist content in much less time.

In Canada, the new National Expert Committee on 
Countering Radicalization to Violence  will help ensure 

the implementation of the national strategy.  New rules 
in India  will require social media platforms to imple-
ment automated screening tools and remove posts or vid-
eos which officials consider ‘libelous, invasive of privacy, 
hateful, or deceptive’. Pakistan plans to do the same: the 
Information Minister has announced ‘a mechanism... to 
control hate speech on social media.’

The issue has also caught the attention of UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres, who has mandated  the Special 
Advisor on Genocide Prevention, Adama Dieng, to ‘bring 
together a UN team to scale up our response to hate 
speech, (to) define a system-wide strategy and present a 
global plan of action on a fast track basis’.

Although self-regulation and new rules present a stronger 
way of curbing the spread of harmful content, this is not 
sufficient. Appropriate frameworks need to incorporate 
awareness-raising campaigns and programmes that pro-
mote tolerance and increase the levels of digital literacy.
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This icon indicates that there is more background material in the digital version. Alternatively, visit https://dig.watch for more in‑depth information.

Many policy discussions take place in Geneva every month. The following updates cover the main events of the month. 
For event reports, visit the Past Events section on the GIP Digital Watch observatory.

The conference, which ran on 4–8 February,  was dedicated to consultations and discussions on 
humanitarian networks and partnerships. Benefiting from the contribution of experts in crisis prepar-
edness and response, the conference also addressed digital‑related topics. The week highlighted the 
work of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs’ (OCHA) Center for Humanitarian 
Data, and the Humanitarian Data Exchange, and highlighted projects such as iTRACK, funded by the 
European Commission.. The event highlighted the challenges and opportunities related to the collec-
tion of large amounts of personal data for humanitarian purposes, the importance for data protection, 
and the responsibility of stakeholders when collecting and using data for humanitarian activities. 
Read the events reports.

Humanitarian 
Networks and 

Partnerships Week 
(HNPW)

40th Session of 
the Human Rights 

Council (HRC)

The Special Rapporteur on the Right to Privacy’s report, submitted during the 40th session which ran 
from 25 February to 22 March, focused on intelligence oversight and data exchanges among different 
intelligence agencies. The report concluded that regional legal frameworks ensuring data protection 
(e.g. the EU’s GDPR) ‘while important [...] are not sufficient for extending privacy protection to the field 
of national security’. More legal certainty in protecting privacy in the surveillance field was needed, 
especially with regard to data exchanges among different security agencies. The report includes 
the results of the rapporteur’s work on privacy and gender, as well as privacy and health data. Side 
events tackled the issue of the right to privacy in the digital world and the relevance of human rights 
standards in the era of artificial intelligence (AI). Read the events reports.

Group of 
Governmental 

Experts on Lethal 
Autonomous 

Weapons Systems 
(GGE LAWS)

The discussions, which took place on 25–29 March at the Palais des Nations, focused on the need 
to define autonomous systems, and their compliance with International Humanitarian Law (IHL). 
Discussions stressed the need for a greater understanding of how reliable and predictable fully 
autonomous systems are. Systems designed to conduct military operations without human interven-
tion are of special concern. A qualitative measurement is needed in order to comply with the princi-
ples of proportionality, distinction, and precaution, which can be ensured only by human commanders 
and combatants, and therefore, by ‘meaningful’ human control. Read the events reports.

Roundtable on 
International Digital 

Governance

The roundtable, organised by the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF) on 28 March, 
highlighted the rapid developments caused by the digitalisation of societies. The French Ambassador 
on Digitisation presented France’s priorities for an open and free Internet. Panellists focused on har-
nessing new technologies such as blockchain, and noted the importance of regulating it early on in 
its development. Another challenge was taxation of the digital economy: the OECD’s base erosion and 
profit shifting project (BEPS) was highlighted as an example of finding global solutions to transna-
tional problems.

30th anniversary of 
the World Wide Web 

at CERN

On 20 March, CERN celebrated the 30th anniversary of the World Wide Web with a discussion with 
web pioneers and leading experts on the challenges and opportunities of innovative technologies, 
past, present, and future. The first panel discussed the early evolution of the Internet, and how it 
thrived on its open and public nature. The second panel focused on the technology evolution, and 
future challenges and opportunities. One major challenge related to the collection of user data. Since 
privacy notions vary around the world, the challenge is to foster cooperation among different socio-
cultural spaces. There is still a need for current international institutions to discuss data governance 
outside silos. Read the events reports.

Symposium on 
the Future 

Networked Car

Panellists during the Symposium organised by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 
and the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), on 7 March, addressed issues of standards 
for networked cars to increase road safety as well as cybersecurity concerns for connected cars. 
Discussions focused on the implementation of AI in car modules and inboard systems to assist driv-
ers, and the use of self‑driving cars. The panellists spoke about the deployment of automated mobil-
ity services and how their implementation will affect suppliers of car manufacturers. They also dis-
cussed the impact of existing and draft regulations on the development of networked and automated 
cars. Read the events reports.

DIGITAL DEVELOPMENTS IN GENEVA

GENEVA
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2. Cybersecurity: Old concerns and new policy 
initiatives

Cyber incidents have not abated. In early March, a cyber-
attack on Venezuela’s hydroelectric power operations 
caused a major power outage. The country’s president 
attributed the cyber-attack to the USA,  but this was 
promptly denied  by the US Secretary of State. One of the 
world’s biggest aluminium producers, Norsk Hydro, was 
also hit by a major ransom cyber-attack  affecting produc-
tion systems and causing loss estimated at more than $40 
million.

Looking ahead, cybersecurity concerns are looming over 
upcoming elections in Europe and Indonesia. Security firm 
FireEye has alleged  that two Russian state-sponsored 
hacking groups have targeted European government sys-
tems to gather information that could be used against par-
ticular political parties or candidates ahead of the European 
Parliament elections in May. 

Indonesia’s elections are also vulnerable to attacks: the 
head of the country’s General Elections Commission said  
that hackers are attacking the country’s voter database in 
an attempt to create hake votes identities. Although some 
of the attacks allegedly originated in Russia and China, both 
countries denied the accusations.

As more cyber threats emerge, governments and inter-
governmental organisations are coming up with new policy 
and regulatory initiatives to address the issues. The EU’s 
Council adopted  the EU Law Enforcement Emergency 
Response Protocol, to facilitate the investigation of cyber 
incidents. The protocol gives a central role to Europol’s 
European Cybercrime Centre (EC3) to support EU law 
enforcement authorities in providing response to cross-
border cyber incidents of a suspected criminal nature.

One can easily predict that there will be more cyber attacks 
and interference with critical infrastructures and electoral 
systems. Simultaneously, questions will continue to arise 
on the effectiveness of policy responses when it comes to 
ensuring protection from or responses to cyber-attacks.

3. The Internet economy in focus… again

The pressure on tech companies to tackle concerns over 
harmful content, competition practices, and tax rules, con-
tinued to mount. The number of fines imposed by authori-
ties has also risen.

In March, the European Commission fined Google €1.49 
billion  for abusing its dominant position in the market for 
online advertising related to its AdSense advertising service. 
According to the Commission, Google has abused its domi-
nant position in the market by imposing anti-competitive con-
tractual restrictions on third-party websites. This is the third 
antitrust fine for Google by the EU in the last three years.

Uber has also been dealing with many regulatory chal-
lenges, and is now working with regulators to address 
issues such as operating licenses and drivers status. The 
company recently consented to paying a fine of €2,3 mil-
lion  to settle charges concerning past violations of the 
Taxi Act in the Netherlands. Uber also agreed to pay $20 
million to settle the class action brought by 385 000 US 
drivers who claimed they were employees of Uber and 
not independent contractors. Besides the cash settlement, 
Uber compromised  to modify its businesses practices in 
California and Massachusetts, including in relation to pub-
lishing a comprehensive policy online and providing notice 
before deactivating a driver’s account.

Taxation practices is another contentious issue, especially 
in Europe. Many EU member states are in favour of com-
mon rules for large tech companies; others prefer a more 
global approach. While the disputes waged on, a handful of 
European countries made plans to introduce new tax rules. 

France is one of them. After announcing its plans in December, 
the French government recently unveiled its plans  to intro-
duce a 3% tax on the revenues obtained in France by large 
Internet companies such as Google and Amazon. While 
authorities claim that such a tax would help protect local 
companies, and especially start-up, the industry argues that 
it will have ripple effects on consumers themselves. More 
European countries are expected to follow this approach.

ANALYSIS

DIGITAL POLICY TRENDS IN FEBRUARY & MARCH
Continued from page 1
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OBSERVATORY

DIGITAL POLICY: DEVELOPMENTS IN FEBRUARY & MARCH

During the 32nd Assembly of the African Union, heads of states and governments called for digital 
transformation of the continent.

Participants in the Going Digital Summit, organised by the Organisation for Economic Development 
and Co‑operation (OECD) discussed opportunities and challenges of the digital economy.  Session 
reports are available on the Digital Watch observatory.

The United Nations Office for South‑South Cooperation launched a digital tool to support 
south‑south digital cooperation.

Global IG
architecture

same relevance

India’s Competition Commission is looking into whether Google has abused its position on the mobile 
operating systems market.  France unveiled plans to impose a 3% tax on large Internet companies.

Lithuania, Luxemburg, Malta, the Netherlands, and Sweden oppose the European Commission’s 
proposal to remove the veto power that member states have over EU tax reforms.  This has impli-
cations for the previously proposed EU tax for large Internet companies.

Uber agreed to pay a €2.3 million fine to settle charges for violating the Taxi Act in the Netherlands.  
The company also consented to paying $20 million to settle US drivers class action.

Arizona attorney found no basis for criminal liability for Uber in the 2018 self‑driving car accident.

Multinational bank J.P. Morgan Chase & Co created the first US bank‑backed cryptocurrency, the 
JPM coin, equivalent to 1 USD. The coin will be used for instantaneous payments between institu-
tional accounts.  Facebook gets closer to creating its own cryptocurrency.

Luxembourg created a regulatory framework for blockchain transactions, giving them the same 
legal status as traditional transactions.  The German Ministry of Finance has urged the introduc-
tion of a regulatory framework for blockchain‑based securities.

E‑commerce
& Internet
economy

increasing relevance

The European Commission ordered the recall of Enox Safe‑Kid‑One children’s smartwatches.  The 
Commission also set up an Expert Group on Safer Internet for Children  to improve co‑operation 
between member states in protecting children rights online. The African Union made an urgent call 
for the protection of children online.

The European Parliament adopted the Cybersecurity Act, which defines cybersecurity certification 
schemes for products, processes, and services.

The Council of the EU adopted the EU Law Enforcement Emergency Response Protocol, outlin-
ing procedures, roles, and responsibilities of key agencies in providing response to cross‑border 
cyber incidents.

NATO is developing a Cyber Security Collaboration Hub  for its member states to gather informa-
tion and collaborate in an encrypted workspace.

Australia detected an attack on the national parliament’s computer network and believes that a 
sophisticated state actor is responsible.  A US cybersecurity company discovered a new variant of 
the Mirai malware.  Maltese Bank of Valletta was affected by a cyber‑breach which allowed hack-
ers to transfer €13 million to accounts in the USA, the UK, the Czech Republic, and Hong Kong.

Security

increasing relevance

The UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asian outlined recommendations for har-
nessing digital technologies for development in the Arab region.

The World Government Summit called on public sector organisations to integrate big data into 
decision making processes and to develop digital agendas.

The UK and South Africa will co‑lead the Commonwealth Digital Connectivity Agenda, to support 
digital trade.

Sustainable
development

same relevance

The monthly Internet Governance Barometer tracks specific Internet governance (IG) issues in the public policy debate, 
and reveals focal trends by comparing issues every month. The barometer determines the presence of specific IG issues 
in comparison to the previous month. Read more about each update.

https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190211/african-leaders-redefine-future-through-digital-transformation
https://dig.watch/events/oecd-going-digital-summit
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/03/1035001
https://in.reuters.com/article/google-india-antitrust/exclusive-india-watchdog-probes-accusations-that-google-abused-android-sources-idINKCN1Q1145
https://apnews.com/8ddb155bfd8e4ce1893b869173d41fdb
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https://www.jpmorgan.com/global/news/digital-coin-payments
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https://www.financemagnates.com/cryptocurrency/news/luxembourg-turns-blockchain-framework-bill-into-law/
https://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Internationales_Finanzmarkt/2019-03-08-eckpunkte-elektronische-wertpapiere.html
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https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/expert-group-safer-internet-children
https://africandailyvoice.com/en/2019/03/07/the-african-union-fears-a-rise-in-juvenil-sexual-exploitation-of-africans-on-the-internet/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30694/meps-adopt-cybersecurity-act-and-want-eu-to-counter-it-threat-from-china
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/law-enforcement-agencies-across-eu-prepare-for-major-cross-border-cyber-attacks
http://www.ncia.nato.int/NewsRoom/Pages/20190212.aspx
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-australia-cyber/australia-accuses-foreign-government-of-cyber-attack-on-lawmakers-idUKKCN1Q704I
https://unit42.paloaltonetworks.com/new-mirai-variant-targets-enterprise-wireless-presentation-display-systems/
https://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20190215/local/not-all-money-stolen-in-cyberattack-may-be-found.702048
https://www.unescwa.org/sites/www.unescwa.org/files/publications/files/arab-horizon-2030-digital-technologies-development-english_0.pdf
https://www.worldgovernmentsummit.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/jash.pdf?sfvrsn=7a8d970b_0
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-south-africa-joint-announcement-commonwealth-digital-connectivity-agenda
https://dig.watch/updates
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The German Federal Cartel Office ordered Facebook to stop combining users’ data from other 
Facebook‑owned platforms such as WhatsApp and Instagram, without voluntary consent.  In the 
USA, the New York governor ordered an investigation into Facebook accessing and collecting per-
sonal data from users’ mobile apps.  Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg indicated the company’s 
intention to develop a ‘privacy‑focused vision for social networking’.

In its fourth evaluation of the Code of Conduct on Countering Illegal Hate Speech Online, the 
European Commission concludes that the code is an ‘effective tool to face hate speech’.  The UN 
Secretary‑General mandated his Special Advisor for the Prevention of Genocide to create a UN 
team to prepare a strategy and action plan against hate speech.  France announced a plan of 
action against hateful content online.

Partner organisations of the Council of Europe’s Platform for the Protection of Journalism and 
Safety of Journalists call on states to improve conditions for media freedom and provide legal and 
practical protections for journalists.

The Council of Europe issued a new set of guidelines on the protection of health‑related data.

Digital rights

increasing relevance

EU institutions reached a political agreement on the Copyright Directive, requiring online platforms 
to conclude licensing agreements with rights‑holders to feature their work online.

Huawei sued the US government over an equipment ban.

The European Commission fined Google €1.49 billion for abusing its dominant position in the mar-
ket for online advertising.

Tech firms proposed policy principles for planned Internet regulation to the UK government.

Social media platforms were placed under increased scrutiny, following New Zealand shooting.

Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a law banning the dissemination of fake news online.

Jurisdiction &
legal issues

increasing relevance

NATO is holding internal consultations on Huawei security concerns.

Russia intends to lay a new fibre optic cable along its Arctic coast.

The cost of Internet access in 2018 dropped everywhere in the world except in low‑income coun-
tries, study shows.

New generic top‑level domains and universal acceptance for Internationalised Domain Names 
were in focus at ICANN64.

Infrastructure

same relevance

According to a study on the net neutrality situation in the EU,  zero‑rating practices implemented 
by wireless providers have led to an increase in the cost of wireless data, compared to countries 
without zero‑rating practices.

A new bill to restore net neutrality was introduced in the US Congress.

Net neutrality

decreasing relevance

US President Donald Trump presented the American AI Initiative,  while the Department of Defense 
launched its own AI strategy.  India plans to launch a new national programme on AI.  The UK will 
allocate up to £100 million for a programme focused on training the next generation of AI experts.

The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe adopted a Declaration on the manipulative 
capabilities of algorithmic processes, drawing attention to the threats that automated systems 
could pose to human rights.

The UK launched a public consultation on a code of practice for testing automated vehicles in public 
places.  The European Telecommunications Standards Institute released a cybersecurity stand-
ard for IoT products.

AI weapons may be harder to control than nuclear ones, warned former US Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger.

Facebook announced a new AI tool to fight revenge porn online.

New
technologies 
(IoT, AI, etc.)

increasing relevance

https://www.bundeskartellamt.de/SharedDocs/Publikation/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2019/07_02_2019_Facebook_FAQs.pdf;jsessionid=E9D7480D3905A89B569E24B223CD8B76.1_cid387?__blob=publicationFile&v=4
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-facebook-new-york/ny-governor-orders-probe-into-facebook-access-to-data-from-other-apps-idUSKCN1QB2AJ
https://www.facebook.com/notes/mark-zuckerberg/a-privacy-focused-vision-for-social-networking/10156700570096634/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/code_of_conduct_factsheet_7_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sgsm19473.doc.htm
https://medium.com/@mounir/plan-daction-contre-les-contenus-haineux-en-ligne-10d396bfe71e
https://rm.coe.int/annual-report-2018-democracy-in-danger-threats-and-attacks-media-freed/1680926453
https://www.coe.int/en/web/human-rights-rule-of-law/-/protection-of-health-related-data-new-guidelines
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190212IPR26152/agreement-reached-on-digital-copyright-rules
https://www.businessinsider.com/huawei-makes-major-announcement-us-war-2019-3
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-1770_en.htm
https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-47400140
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50588486/new-zealand-massacre-livestream-tests-governance-of-the-internet/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2019/03/18/putin-signs-fake-news-internet-insults-bills-into-law-a64850
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/nato-takes-huawei-security-concerns-seriously--stoltenberg-11345422
https://thebarentsobserver.com/en/civil-society-and-media/2019/03/russias-new-military-internet-be-supported-arctic-cable
https://a4ai.org/new-mobile-broadband-pricing-data-reveals-stalling-progress-on-affordability/
https://dig.watch/events/icann64
https://en.epicenter.works/sites/default/files/2019_netneutrality_in_eu-epicenter.works-r1.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/Save%20the%20Internet%20Act%20Legislative%20Text.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-maintaining-american-leadership-artificial-intelligence/
https://dod.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/1755942/dod-unveils-its-artificial-intelligence-strategy/
https://www.businessinsider.in/budget-2019-national-artificial-intelligence-program/articleshow/67788068.cms
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/next-generation-of-artificial-intelligence-talent-to-be-trained-at-uk-universities
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=090000168092dd4b
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/automated-vehicle-trialling-code-of-practice-invitation-to-comment?utm_source=b2c82ad7-48b4-4140-bb07-acb96f04e885&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.etsi.org/newsroom/press-releases/1549-2019-02-etsi-releases-first-globally-applicable-standard-for-consumer-iot-security
https://www.technologyreview.com/the-download/613059/ai-arms-control-may-not-be-possible-warns-henry-kissinger/
https://newsroom.fb.com/news/2019/03/detecting-non-consensual-intimate-images/
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While the EU’s aim is to unify the digital market and 
protect the rights of authors in an online environ-
ment, the advocates of an open Internet argue that 
the Copyright Directive will limit access to informa-
tion and restrict freedom of expression. The most 
controversial articles of the Copyright Directive 
are Article 15 (the so‑called ‘link tax’, previously 
Article 11) and Article 17 (the upload filter, previous 
article 13).

Article 15 requires that authors of works incorpo-
rated in a press publication receive an appropriate 
share of the revenues paid by the information society 
service providers (though mere hyperlinks accom-
panied by individual words are exempted from these 
payments). The proponents of this directive seek to 
strengthen the position of authors, and provide them 
with a system of fair remuneration for the use of 
their works. Critics of this legislation have described 
this rule as a tax, and have also criticised its vague 
wording.

An even bigger debate has surrounded Article 17, 
which requires online content sharing service pro-
viders to obtain an authorisation (licence) from 
rights‑holders (content creators) in order to distrib-
ute content online. If online sharing service providers 
fail to do so, they will be held liable for unauthorised 
distribution unless they undertake their ‘best efforts’ 
to prevent such a situation. With the enormous 
amount of content being uploaded by content crea-
tors every minute, the only way to ensure compliance 
with this regulation is through the use of so‑called 
upload filters.

Critics of Article 17, which included the UN Special 
Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression, expressed 
several concerns. Service providers will now be in 
position to monitor, and restrict, user‑generated 
content before it is uploaded, impinging on pluralism 
of content and freedom of speech. With regards to 
the content to be filtered, the provision introduces an 
exception for the use of copyrighted works for cari-
cature, parody, or pastiche. Yet, it remains to be seen 
how such content will be identified by upload filters.

The Copyright Directive is certainly good news for 
copyright holders, as it strengthens the rights of 
creators and users. Yet, it also imposes new respon-
sibilities on online platforms and service providers, 
and introduces significant reporting obligations on 
producers. Due to the uncertain wording of several 
provisions, the Court of Justice of the European 
Union will quite likely be called upon to tackle issues 
of interpretation.

The new law will take effect after the European 
Council’s vote, and its publication in the official 
journal. EU member states will have up to two 
years to transpose the regulation into their national 
legislations.

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT APPROVES NEW COPYRIGHT DIRECTIVE
After two years of heated debates, the European Parliament passed its Directive on Copyright and Related 
Rights in the Digital Single Market (the Copyright Directive). What are the main controversies?

ANALYSIS

TIMELINE OF DEVELOPMENTS
14 September 2016. The new directive is proposed by the 
European Commission. Debates take off over Articles 11 and 
13.
13 Jun 2018. The UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of expres-
sion voices serious concerns about the Directive’s Article 13.
20 June 2018. The Legal Affairs Committee of the European 
Parliament (JURI) adopts the proposed version for copyright 
reform, including highly disputed Articles 11 and 13.
4 July 2018. The Polish, Spanish, and Italian pages of Wikipedia 
close down in protest of JURI’s vote in favour of Articles 11 and 
13.
12 September 2018. Amendments to the proposed Copyright 
Directive are approved by the European Parliament. 
Amendments include clearer provisions, but both articles 
remain highly disputed.
9 November 2018. Leaked Council of Europe document reveals 
that the proposed rules do not explicitly state if the existing lia-
bility protection is valid under Article 13. There are also clear 
exceptions for intermediaries that make an effort to prevent 
copyright infringements.
13 December 2018. Copyright activists and organisations sign 
new petition.
13 February 2019. The European Parliament, the Council of the 
EU, and the Commission announce that a political agreement 
has been reached.
11 March 2019. The UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of 
expression urges the EU to align the proposed directive with 
human rights standards.
26 March 2019. The Copyright Directive is approved by mem-
bers of the European Parliament, with 348 members in favour 
and 274 against.

https://dig.watch/updates/commission-proposes-new-copyright-rules
https://dig.watch/updates/un-rapporteur-david-kaye-speaks-against-eu-copyright-article-13
https://dig.watch/updates/legal-affairs-committee-european-parliament-juri-adopted-proposed-version-copyright-reform
https://dig.watch/updates/wikipedia-eff-others-protest-new-copyright-laws
https://dig.watch/updates/amendments-eu-copyright-directive-are-approved-european-parliament
https://dig.watch/updates/leaked-document-reveals-problems-copyright-liability-under-proposal-new-european-copyright
https://dig.watch/updates/new-petition-copyright-activists-about-copyright-reform
https://dig.watch/updates/political-agreement-reached-eu-copyright-directive
https://dig.watch/updates/un-special-rapporteur-urges-eu-align-copyright-directive-hr-standards
https://dig.watch/updates/european-parliament-approves-new-copyright-directive
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As DiploFoundation’s report on diplomacy and AI indi-
cates,  many of these strategies reflect a competitive ten-
dency, as countries aim at leadership in this fast evolving 
field. The latest AI strategy, published by the USA, recon-
firms this trend: The American AI Initiative,  outlined in an 
executive order signed by President Trump, is dedicated to 
‘maintaining American leadership in AI’.

To achieve such leadership, 
the strategy revolves around 
several priority areas, from 
driving technological break-
throughs in AI, to training 
current and future genera-
tions and fostering public 
trust in the technology, while 
protecting civil liberty. The 
initiative also calls for an 
action plan to protect US 
advantage in AI technology 
‘against strategic competi-
tors and adversarial nations’.

In a second development 
from the USA, the Department of Defense (DoD) launched 
its own AI strategy  to accelerate the deployment of AI as a 
tool to enhance military decision‑making and operations. In 
the light of recent concerns around the use of AI technology 
by the military, the DoD also announced plans to develop 

guiding principles for using the technology ‘in a lawful and 
ethical manner’.

As AI continues to find its way into many sectors of the 
economy and society, countries are realising that they 
need more focus on capacity development initiatives. In 
February, the UK government announced the allocation 
of up to £100 million to support a nationwide programme 
focused on training the next generation of AI experts.  
India also intends to launch a new national programme 
on AI,  to include an AI hub, centres of excellence, and 
a national AI portal meant to allow citizens to access AI 
technologies.

Another significant development in February came from the 
Council of Europe, whose Committee of Ministers adopted a 
Declaration on the manipulative capabilities of algorithmic 
processes.  The declaration draws attention to the threats 
that automated systems could pose to human rights and 
democratic societies, and calls on member states to con-
sider the development of additional protective frameworks. 
It also underlines the need for multistakeholder dialogue, 
and encourages countries to promote user empowerment 
and digital literacy.

NEW ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE INITIATIVES LAUNCHED
The past few years have seen an increasing number of countries developing their national strategies on arti-
ficial intelligence. We take a look at the strategies launched in the past months.

IN FOCUS

Credit: Franck V. on Unsplash

For more updates on AI developments and strategies, visit 
the AI policy space on the GIP Digital Watch observatory.

Mapping
the challenges

and opportunities
of artificial intelligence

for the conduct
of diplomacy

DiploFoundation

https://www.diplomacy.edu/sites/default/files/AI-diplo-report.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-maintaining-american-leadership-artificial-intelligence/
https://dod.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/1755942/dod-unveils-its-artificial-intelligence-strategy/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/next-generation-of-artificial-intelligence-talent-to-be-trained-at-uk-universities
https://www.businessinsider.in/budget-2019-national-artificial-intelligence-program/articleshow/67788068.cms
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=090000168092dd4b
https://dig.watch/AI
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Scan the code to download the 
digital version of the newsletter.Subscribe to GIP Digital Watch updates at https://dig.watch

UPCOMING

THE MAIN DIGITAL POLICY EVENTS NEXT MONTH

We look ahead at the digital policy calendar to highlight the main global discussions taking place in April. For 
some of them, the observatory will provide reports from individual sessions, and a final report summarising 
the discussions.

For more information on the IG Barometer, consult https://dig.watch/IGBarometer

Session reports will be available on the Digital Watch observatory.

1–5 APRIL
eCommerce Week 2019: From Digitalization to Development (Geneva,Switzerland)

Organised by United Nations Commission on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the 2019 edition of eCommerce 
Week will emphasise the need to break down silos – among institutions, government, and policy areas – for an 
effective contribution of e‑commerce towards sustainable development.

1–5 APRIL
Internet Freedom Festival 2019 (Valencia, Spain)

The fifth Internet Freedom Festival will be titled ‘5 Years Joining Forces to Fight Censorship and Surveillance 
| The Global Unconference of the Internet Freedom Communities’. The event will explore seven themes: on the 
frontlines; the next Net; training and best practices; hacking the Net; community resilience; policy, privacy, and 
advocacy; and journalism and media.

Session reports will be available on the Digital Watch observatory.

4–5 APRIL
2nd Western Balkan Digital Summit (Belgrade, Serbia)

Hosted and organised by the Republic of Serbia and supported by the Regional Cooperation Council, the 
Summit will be based on four main themes: digital skills, trust and security, networks and connectivity, and 
digital economy and society. It will explore the development and application of digital technologies, as well as 
discuss sustainability, co‑operation, and citizen‑centred policy.

6–7 APRIL
World Economic Forum on the Middle East and North Africa (Dead Sea, Jordan)

The conference, organised by the World Economic Forum (WEF) in partnership with King Abdullah II Fund for 
Development (KAFD), will address geopolitical shifts and humanitarian challenges in the region and explore the 
impact of the 4th industrial revolution – a new era in the global economy promising huge opportunities, result-
ing from the convergence of digital information and technological advancements in various economic fields.

Session reports will be available on the Digital Watch observatory.

8–12 APRIL
World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) Forum 2019 (Geneva, Switzerland)

Co‑organised by the International Telecommunications Union (ITU); the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP); and the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the tenth WSIS Forum will be held under theme 
‘Information and Communication Technologies for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals’. It will focus 
on highlighting the linkages between the WSIS action lines and sustainable development goals (SDGs).

15–17 APRIL
ILO100: Law for Social Justice (Geneva, Switzerland)

This three‑day conference is being organised by the International Labour Organization (ILO) on the occasion of 
its centenary. It will cover four thematic areas – philosophy of law, human rights, public international law, and 
law of international organisations.

April

May

http://dig.watch
https://dig.watch/events/ecommerce-week-2019-digitalization-development
https://dig.watch/events/internet-freedom-festival-2019
https://dig.watch/events/2nd-western-balkan-digital-summit
https://dig.watch/events/world-economic-forum-middle-east-and-north-africa
https://dig.watch/events/world-summit-information-society-wsis-2019
https://dig.watch/events/ilo100-law-social-justice

